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Antoine Laurent de Lavoisier (1743-1794)
Traité élémentaire de chimie, éd. Cuchet, 1789,

Discours préliminaire, p. X-X]
Le seul moyen de prévenir ces écarts, consiste a supprimeér ou
au moins a simplifier autant qu'il est possible le raisonnement,
qui est de nous & qui seul peut nous égarer; a le mettre
continuellement a 1'épreuve de l'expérience ; a ne conserver
que les faits qui ne sont que des données de la nature , & qui ne
peuvent nous tromper; (...).

The only means of preventing these discrepancies consists in
suppressing or at least in reducing as much as possible the
reasoning, which is ours and which alone can lead us astray; to
continually put it to the proof by experience; to preserve only the
facts which are just natural data, and which cannot deceive us; (...).
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Did YOU obtain
YOUR statement

through r¢asoning
or by deduction from
already known truths?
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In case of rtasoning:

BURN iT!
In case of deduction:
name those truths

& SHOW IT!
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