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See also  https://henk-reints.nl/easter/crux.htm  which I essentially wrote back in the year 2000 CE. 
In it,  I presumed the ancient Hebrew calender1 might sometimes have been wrong by an entire 
month,  since it was based on true observation of the new lunar crescent and not on exact 
calculations.  In or near 359 CE they established the modern Hebrew calendar that is no longer 
based on true observation.  In this very document,  I no longer think the old calendar sometimes was 
wrong by an entire month.  Jews aren't stupid,  antisemites are!  (I am neither of those.)  However, 
observing the new lunar crescent a day later than usual,  yielding a miss by one day,  certainly was a 
possibility. 

Next table is based on this modern Hebrew calendar (which required zero corrections since 
359 CE,  contrary to the four-year-leap-cycle of the Julian calendar, which had to be corrected by 
ten(!) days back in 1582 CE under pope Gregory XIII,  while saying the Jews didn't know how to 
construct a proper calendar... 

In the Bible,  Matthew, Mark & Luke  say  Jesus  was crucified on Friday, 15 Nisan,  whereas  John  
places it on Friday, 14 Nisan.  On said calendar,  15 Nisan cannot ever fall on a Friday,  so we'll search 
for 15 Nisan falling on a Thursday or Saturday, where Saturday would exactly match what  John  
wrote. 

Below,  CE-years are  proleptic,  i.e. they were not yet in use at that time. 
Golgota resides at  31.7785°N, 35.2296°E, 

yielding  Local (solar) Golgota Time  (indicated below with a  "G")  running  ~02:21  in 
advance of  UTC  (Coordinated Universal Time  or  Temps Universel Coordonné  and since the 
Anglophones and Francophones don't want to be outdone by one another they turned  CUT/TUC 

into  UTC,  thus ruining the abbreviation in both languages,  so now each can blame the other; 
UTC  is  timezone Zero  or  Zulu time,  where  Zulu  comes from the  NATO spelling aphabet; 

Below,  UTC  is indicated with a  "Z",  as is common practice in many environments). 
Hebrew days start at sunset (strictly said when at least three stars are visible) 

and for comparing dates we standardise that to  18:00G  i.e.  15:39Z 
as the Hebrew day switch time.  At this point in time,  the  G-time day-of-month 

advances by one,  i.e. 6 hours before midnight,  making it 1 more than the UTC day. 
Jesus' death would have occurred at  15:00G = 12:39Z,  but it actually was at the ninth hour. 

This counts since sunrise.  Around the vernal equoinox,  the latter certainly was near  06:00G, 
so the  1st hour  was from  6  to  7,  hence the  9th  from  14  to  15  =  11:39–12:39Z. 

Year Crux.? full moon 
& possible eclipse type 

vernal equinox 
= start of spring CE Hebr. 15 Nisan 

20 3780 Thu 28 M. 27M19:20Z = 28M21:41G  9 Nisan 22M12:27Z = 22M14:48G 
21 3781 Tue 15 A. 15A19:50Z = 16A22:11G 21 Adar2 22M18:24Z = 23M20:41G 
22 3782 Sun  5 A.  5A12:09Z =  5A14:30G  2 Nisan 23M00:12Z = 23M02:33G 

23 3783 Thu 25 M. 25M23:33Z = 26M01:54G 
   23:49Z PPLE (invis.) 13 Nisan 23M06:01Z = 23M08:22G 

24 3784 Thu 13 A. 12A19:03Z = 13A21:24G 22 Adar2 22M11:50Z = 22M14:11G 
25 3785 Tue  3 A.  1A20:34Z =  2A22:55G  4 Nisan 22M17:40Z = 23M20:01G 
26 3786 Sat 23 M. 21M21:45Z = 22M00:06G 15 Nisan 22M23:35Z = 23M01:56G 

This is a  Saturday  (hence 14 Nisan (John!) was a  Friday)  and the  V.E.  fell on the  very same day! 
First year of Pontius Pilatus' reign. 
27 3787 Thu 10 A.  9A16:43Z = 10A19:04G 26 Adar2 23M05:17Z = 23M07:38G 
28 3788 Tue 30 M. 29M03:38Z = 29M05:59G  7 Nisan 22M11:03Z = 22M13:24G 
29 3789 Sun 17 A. 17A03:01Z = 17A05:22G 19 Adar2 22M17:00Z = 23M19:21G 
30 3790 Thu  6 A.  6A19:58Z =  7A22:19G  1 Nisan 22M22:50Z = 23M01:11G 
31 3791 Tue 27 M. 27M11:11Z = 27M13:32G 11 Nisan 23M04:39Z = 23M07:00G 

32 3792 Tue 15 A. 14A09:16Z = 14A11:37G 
   09:17Z TULE (invis.) 20 Adar2 22M10:26Z = 22M12:47G 

33 3793 Sat  4 A. 03A15:07Z = 03A17:28G 
   14:59Z PULE  3 Nisan 22M16:13Z = 23M18:34G 

34 3794 Tue 23 M. 23M15:40Z = 24M18:01G 
   15:24Z PPLE (invis.) 15 Nisan 22M22:03Z = 23M00:24G 

35 3795 Tue 12 A. 11A08:41Z = 11A11:02G 24 Adar2 23M03:44Z = 23M06:05G 
36 3796 Sat 31 M. 30M14:28Z = 30M16:49G  6 Nisan 22M09:28Z = 22M11:49G 
Last year of Pontius Pilatus' reign. 
37 3797 Thu 21 M. 20M03:06Z = 20M05:27G 16 Nisan 22M15:22Z = 22M17:43G 
38 3798 Tue  8 A.  8A03:08Z =  8A05:29G 28 Adar2 22M21:09Z = 23M23:30G 
39 3799 Sat 28 M. 28M19:56Z = 29M22:07G 10 Nisan 23M02:53Z = 23M05:14G 

Lunar eclipses are only visible at Earth's night side,  i.e. between sunset and sunrise,  simply said 
if they occur between  18:00 = 6 p.m.  and  06:00 = 6 a.m.  next morning  (both in local solar time). 

PPLE = Partial Penumbral Lunar Eclipse,  PULE = Partial Umbral,  TULE = Total Umbral.  

 
1 See appendix. 
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Some sources say Jesus would — since his incarnation — have lived an integral no. of years. 
If so,  His incarnation must have been very close to 15 Nisan.  Now look at a calendar year in the 
correct way.  It lasts from the 1st of Jan. to the 31st of Dec. (both dates including) and not from the 1st of 
Jan. to the 1st of Jan. next year, right?  Don't agree?  Then rethink this!  We essentially count the first 
& last days as entire days,  even if just a part of them truly applies;  your birthday is the first day of 
your coming year,  not the last of the past.  Then,  if  Jesus  died on 15 Nisan,  the incarnation must 
have been on 16 Nisan and if He died 14 Nisan the incarnation was on 15 Nisan.  If He died on Friday,  
shouldn't the incarnation then have occurred on a Saturday, the Sabbath?  In 525 CE, Dyonysius 
Exiguus defined AD year numbering as follows2:  elegimus ab incarnatione Domini nostri Jesu 
Christi annorum tempora prænotare = we have chosen to record the years from the incarnation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Subtracting nine months from  25 Dec.  renders  25 Mar.,  the official year 
number switch date used before the Gregorian calendar reform.  Let's have a look at some 
possibilities for His incarnation (i.e. the Annunciation). 

year incarnation? 
15 Nisan moon/astronomy vernal 

equinox astron. civil Hebr. 
-0007 8 BCE 3753 Thu 27 M.  11 Nisan 

-0006 7 BCE 3754 Tue 14 A. 

PPLE 14A12:15Z = 14A14:36G 
(invisible) 
triple Jupiter+Saturn conjunction 
on 29 May, 1 Oct., 5 Dec. 

22 Adar2 

-0005 6 BCE 3755 Sat  3 A. PULE  4A05:07Z =  4A07:28G 
(invisible)  4 Nisan 

-0004 5 BCE 3756 
Thu 23 M. TULE 23M18:30Z = 24M20:51G 

(definitely visible!)  15 Nisan  

Might this be it?  Next Saturday = 25 Mar.!  Moreover, Chinese 
astronomers would have reported a bright comet or "guest star". 

-0003 4 BCE 3757 Thu 12 A. 

PULE 13M00:51Z = 13M03:02G 
= 14 Adar2 03:02G (vis.!) 
Matthew 2:1:  Jesus born during Herod's reign; 
Josephus :  King Herod died during  a  passover 
season  shortly after  an LE  & this is the only 
applicable candidate. 
But Herod's son was  Herod Archelaus; 
Emp. Augustus deposed him in 6 CE,  a year 
also having a visible LE just before passover. 

24 Adar2 

-0002 3 BCE 3758 Sun 31 M. PPLE 15 Adar 03:37G (invis.)  7 Nisan 
-0001 2 BCE 3759 Thu 20 M.  18 Nisan 
 0000 1 BCE 3760 Thu 28 A.  28 Adar2 
+0001 1 CE  3761 Tue 29 M.   9 Nisan 
+0002 2 CE  3762 Sun 16 A.  20 Adar2 
+0003 3 CE  3763 Thu  5 A.   2 Nisan 
+0004 4 CE  3764 Tue 25 M.  12 Nisan 
+0005 5 CE  3765 Tue 14 A. PPLE 14 Nisan 05:49G (invis.) 22 Adar2 

+0006 6 CE  3766 Sat  3 A. 

PULE 14 Adar 22:54G (vis.!) 
Luke 2:1:  census organised by Quirinius; 
this census definitely took place in  6 CE. 
Deposal of Archelaus (the other Herod). 

 4 Nisan 

In the year one AD,  which  would  be  it  according to  Dyonysius Exiguus,  25 March  fell on Friday 
11 Nisan.  However,  historians agree that Jesus' birth cannot have occurred in 1 CE.  Based on this 
last table,  I would opt for  -0004 = 5 BCE  or  +0006 CE as the year of Jesus' incarnation & birth,  but 
taking the star of Bethlehem3 into account,  -0006 = 7 BCE  might be a good candidate because of a 
triple Jupiter & Saturn conjunction,  as explained in  https://henk-reints.nl/easter/crux.htm,  but please 
continue reading. 
There are some events that historians consider well-dated facts. 
Please watch  "When Was Jesus Born?"  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NdQVtzjckA) 
and then  "When did Jesus Die?"  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQsieeDQIJY), 
both by  UsefulCharts  (https://www.youtube.com/@UsefulCharts). 

 
2 See  https://henk-reints.nl/cal/audette/denys.html  &  https://henk-reints.nl/easter/  
3 One should stress the  2nd  syllable of  Bethlehem,  i.e.  Bet-LÈH-èm. 

And,  my dear Dutch friends,  Bethlehem  is het tegenovergestelde van  Franz Léhar... 
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How old was Jesus when He died?  Luke 3:23  says  about thirty years of age.  Let's try to find the 
most plausible years.  Below,  the most probable incarnation & crucifixion years are highlighted in  
yellow  &  Pontius Pilatus'  reign in  light blue.  Best candidates in my mind are highlight in  light red. 

\\inc. 
died\\   

8 BCE 
= -7 

7 BCE 
= -6 

6 BCE 
= -5 

5 BCE 
= -4 

4 BCE 
= -3 

3 BCE 
= -2 

2 BCE 
= -1 

1 BCE 
= 0 

1 CE 
= +1 

2 CE 
= +2 

3 CE 
= +3 

4 CE 
= +4 

5 CE 
= +5 

6 CE 
= +6 

20 CE 27 26 25            
21 CE 28 27 26 25           
32 CE 29 28 27 26 25          
23 CE 30 29 28 27 26 25         
24 CE 31 30 29 28 27 26 25        
25 CE 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25       
26 CE 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25      
27 CE 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25     
28 CE 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25    
29 CE 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25   
30 CE 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25  
31 CE 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25 
32 CE 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 
33 CE 40 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 
34 CE  40 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 
35 CE   40 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 
36 CE    40 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 30 
37 CE     40 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 
38 CE      40 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 32 
39 CE       40 39 38 37 36 35 34 33 

YOU    choose the correct values! 

I  now  think  Matthew  unwittingly/mistakingly confused  Herod  and his son  Herod Archelaus 
and then  Jesus  may have lived from  6 CE  to  36 CE. 

Let's have a look at the pre-sunrise sky on  Sat. 3 April 6 CE = 15 Nisan = Pesach. 

 
Jupiter,  Venus  &  Mars  (memorise this triplet!)  are,  in the eastern morning sky just before sunrise,  
accompanied by  Mercury,  Ἑρμῆς (Hermes),  the ancient  herald  of the  gods,  the  messenger.  Since 
it orbits rather close to its master  Helios,  i.e. the sun,  all of its appearances last merely a few weeks  
& it is either an evening star or a morning star rather close to the sun, often hardly visible.  It  is  
remarkable if you see it  (Copernicus  never ever saw it,  but I  did,  yoohoooh!).  In  Luke 1:26–38,  
the angel4  Gabriel  told  Maria  she would give birth to  Jesus  (the Annunciation). 
  

 
4 Greek  ἄγγελος (angelos)  means  messenger. 
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Does it seem plausible that the  brightest  of all stars in the entire firmament,  Sirius,  was simply 
called  THE star,  which was so obvious to everyone that it never needed any further explanation?  
During Earth's orbit around the sun,  it disappears late April in the glare of te sun.  The next time it will 
be visible is in late July, when it rises just before sunrise and is then gradually outshone by the rising 
sun.  This is called the  heliacal  rising  and it marks a new kind of season.  The Egyptians associated  
Sirius  with their important goddess  Isis. 

In which compass direction do celestial bodies rise?  At this  heliacal  rising  of  Sirius, 
one  saw  the star  in the  east  when it  rose.  It had reappeared!  A new beginning! 

In Israel in the year 6 CE,  this would have taken place on or shortly after 20 July. 

Next is the Jerusalem pre-dawn sky on  Sat. 24 July 6 CE 02:10Z = 04:31G,  16  weeks since the last. 

 

When  Sirius,  the star,  is  seen  as it (heliacally) rose  in the  east,  the  bright  Morning Star  Venus  
is in the  northeast  &  Mars  too is rather  bright  and way above the  eastern  horizon.  Due south  is  
Jupiter,  also quite  bright  this night, right?  Three  bright  planets will,  due to Earth orbiting the sun,  
slowly approach the latter for several months,  which is a westward motion.  Didn't  three  bright 
guys (magi5)  see  the star  when it rose  in the  east  and then travel westwards to Bethlehem? 
Do you see  Mercury  as well?  The herald,  the messenger!  Less than an hour later it had an altitude 
of  ~ 13°  so it must have been clearly visible!  However,  the Bible lacks a verse about  Gabriel  
assuring that    ˢˤ ˧˥ ˦˰ˣ˟!x,  ze chi uvu'at!,  it's alive and kicking! 

Might it be that  Joseph  was watching the sky every morning,  abiding  Sirius's  heliacal  rising? 
Might he have come home one day saying:    ˧˸˧˞˶ ˸˞ sˤ !,  raiti et ze!,  I've seen it! ? 

Might  Maria  have had her  quickening6  on or around that very same day? 
˧˸˷ˠ˶ˢ ˸˞ sˤ ˦˰ˣ˟ !,   hargeshti e ze bo'et!,  I've felt it kicking! 

 
 

5 NL:  Herman Finkers  wist 't:  Kaspar, Balthasar & Gerards:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvdszT-aY38  
6 That is the first actual awareness a pregnant woman has of the fetus moving inside her womb.  Quickening  usually is 

in the 18th to 22nd week of pregnancy, but the latter is counted since the last menses, so it's about the 16th to 20th week 
since the actual impregnation.  The image corresponds to this  16. 

https://henk-reints.nl/
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Let's jump to  Fri. 24 December 6 CE,  around  sunset. 

 
Jupiter  is — while it is darkening — getting visible  straight due south,  while  Venus  is clearly visible 
in the west but will soon set.  On Oct 30,  it had passed behind the sun and it recently  reappeared7  
on the sun's other side as the  Evening Star.  It had been  invisible  for nearly two months because 
the sun outshone it. 
Sunset is the moment when on the Hebrew calandar the next day began,  so the images on this page 
practically show the very start of the Sabbath. 
Once it had become dark,  Sirius,  the star,  is rising once again in the east,  just at the moment 
when  Venus  is setting.  Venus  so to say passes the baton to  Sirius: 

 

This quite accurate simultaneity of  Sirius's & Venus's rise & set would have lasted maybe a week. 

 
7 Isn't that similar to reborn? 

https://henk-reints.nl/
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A few hours later in the evening,  the sky looked like next. 

 
Sirius,  THE star,  is perfectly due  south! 

Jupiter  is just setting and  Mars  is  bright  in the  eastern  sky. 
East of the moon,  Saturn  has risen.  It had entered  retrograde motion8  on 20 December, 

so it had started "confronting" the others.  In ancient astrology,  Saturn was deemed 
a malignant,  "evil"  planet representing  darkness,  restriction,  old age  and  destruction. 

Might it stand for  Herod/Archelaus? 
I  think  the above properly identifies the  one & only  star  of  Bethlehem. 

It must be  Sirius,  THE star.    It must be  Sirius,  THE star.    It must be  Sirius,  THE star. 
And it is nothing divine:  each & every  year its  heliacal rising  is  seen  in the  east  in late July  &  it 
will be due  south  around midnight on  Christmas Eve.  Everywhere in the northern hemisphere. 

Maria's pregnancy would have lasted exactly 38 weeks,  which is 40 weeks since last menses,  i.e. 
the  mean pregnancy duration.  This strongly suggests the Annunciation indeed took place on 3 April 
& not on 25 March,  which would not be the only clerical blunder ever made,  vide Galileo Galilei. 
In  Bibleserver.com,  Matthew 2:2 says:  "we saw his star when it rose"  &  2:9 says:  "And behold, the 
star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the 
child was.".9  The Dutch  Statenvertaling  says:  "wij hebben gezien Zijn ster in het Oosten"  &  "en ziet, de ster, die zij 
in het oosten gezien hadden, ging hun voor, totdat zij kwam en stond boven de plaats, waar het Kindeken was.".9  
Neither  says  south  and  the English text does not say  east  but  "when it rose".  But all relevant 
celestial bodies evidently pass the meridian in the south,  which is called culmination,  their highest 
point above the horizon.  There they stop rising and start going downwards until they set.  They so to 
say  come to rest.  Might this say not more than that  Jesus  was born around midnight?  What we call 
evening already is the next day on the Hebrew calendar.  Jesus  would nicely have been born on a 
Saturday,  the Sabbath.  If just after midnight,  it would be on 25 Dec.  Did you notice the Annunciation 
would also have been on the Sabbath?  But it was I who  chose  to put  seeing the star  when it  rose  
in the  east  on the  Sabbath  as well. 
Both  Sirius  and  Venus  eventually set in the  southwest  and  Jupiter  in the west.  Mars  was unable 
to reach the horizion during the night.  As seen from Bethlehem,  southwest  is towards...  Egypt! 
In  Matthew 2,  king Herod  wants to kill  Jesus  & ordered to  terminate  all young boys in Bethlehem 

 
8 Earth orbits the sun faster than the so-called outer planets and occasionally "overtakes" them.  An overtaken planet 

seemingly moves backwards w.r.t. the so-called fixed stars,  opposite to its proper orbital motion. 
9  Yes!  Shouldn't  ALL  sentences end with a full stop?.  Shouldn't this apply to both the cited and the citing sentence?  

Wisdom has always been chasing linguists,  but they were brave enough to outrun it every time.  The rule saying  
there should be just one full stop and it should be within the quotes  is a very original idea of theirs,  but there might be 
some room for improvement.  But I'm Dutch and we tend to say things straightforwardly.  This rule is plain b****cks! 
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(Massacre of the Innocents),  but  Joseph  said  I won't be back  and departed with wife & kid to  Egypt.  
After  Herod  had died,  his son  Herod Archelaus  had become king and he was even worse.  
Therefore,  Joseph  went to  Nazareth.  Does this make sense?  Fleeing to  Egypt  because of a tiran 
and then go to  Nazareth  because of an even worse one,  right through that guy's dangerous area?  
Might it be they instead went straight  HOME  on first instance,  i.e. to  Nazareth  where  J&M  came 
from,  merely pretending they went in roughly the opposite direction to  Egypt,  just in order to 
confuse those who might go looking for them?  Might it be that  Matthew  was a bit confused as well 
and did not correctly distinguish between the two  Herods?  If only the boys in Bethlehem were to be 
killed,  wouldn't it then suffice to flee anywhere far enough?  Nazareth is merely 150 km to the north. 
Luke 2  fixes  Jesus'  birth to the census by  Quirinius.  Secular sources  (e.g. Josephus)  say this census 
took place in 6 CE,  about ten years after  Matthew's  Herod  had died.  However,  it  is  the year when  
(Herod) Archelaus  was disposed by emperor  Augustus.  A metaphorical death, right?  Both were 
accompanied by a pre-passover lunar eclipse about which  Josephus  wrote,  see table above. 

All in all,  I now have the audacity to firmly claim  Jesus  lived from  6 CE  to  36 CE. 
By the way,  since Sirius is a true star,  it repeats practically the very same each and every year,  so 
it's not really something remarkable.  Look south next Christmas Eve at midnight local solar time  (in 
Helmond (NL) that's 00:38 CET)  and you will see Sirius (& Orion),  weather permitting.  Matthew 2:12:  The 
magi returned to their country by another route.  Fact:  Sirius is visible from its (eastern) heliacal 
rising in late July until late April when the sun outshines it in the west, hence it leaves  by another 
route  than how it appeared.  Planets  also leave  by another route  and they do certainly  not  expose 
yearly recurring patterns,  so 6 CE is indeed a kind of remarkable year. 
Around the possible date of the Annunciation,  Jupiter,  Venus  &  Mars  were briefly accompanied 
by the  messenger  Mercury,  which  is  associated with the archangel  Gabriel,  look it up yourself. 
At the  heliacal rising  of  Sirius,  the main visible planets in the sky were  Jupiter,  Venus  &  Mars  &  
Mercury  had once again popped up,  although the Bible does not mention  Gabriel  in this regard. 
At Christmas Eve,  Venus  was visible around sunset,  Jupiter  during the evening  and  Mars  nearly 
all night.  In the mean time,  Venus  had gone through its (invisible) upper conjunction (it passed 
behind the sun)  and was  reborn  as the new  Evening Star,  getting more & more visible each day. 
Might the shepherds mentioned by  Luke  simply be just the very same as what  Matthew  calls the 
magi,  i.e. this very same JVM-triplet?  Can't we refer to planets with the metaphorical term 
shepherds?  Don't the planets (ancient gods)  keep watch over the flock during the night,  i.e.  over  
us,  the people on Earth? 
Hence,  in 6 CE the  JVM-triplet was ruling the sky when the Annunciation took place and then 
together with  THE star  Sirius  when the magi departed from the east,  as well as when they arrived 
in Jerusalem.  Might said  reborn  Evening Star  Venus,  brightest  of  all  night-sky objects10,  
metaphorically represent the  King  of the Jews  while  Jupiter & Mars  be  Joseph & Maria? 

I asked Google AI: 
"Can Jupiter, Venus and Mars somehow be associated with gold, frankincense and myrrh?" 

It answered: 
Yes, Jupiter, Venus and Mars can be directly associated with gold, frankincense and myrrh 

through the lenses of ancient astrology, historical astronomy and Western esotericism. 
Jupiter = gold,  Venus = frankincense  and  Mars = myrrh. 

Based on the given astronomical events/occurrances,  I dare to conclude that  Jesus  was indeed 
born in late December.  In 274 CE,  Emp.  Aurelianus  promoted  Sol Invictus  (Unconquered Sun)  
to the chief Roman divinity  &  VIII Kalendas Ianuarias  (25 Dec.)  was the  Dies Natalis Solis Invicti,  
shortly after the shortest day of the year,  hence representing the  rebirth of light.  Emp.  Constantine  
would — after his conversion to Christianity — have converted it to  Christmas.  To me,  the latter 
now seems rather accurate as far as its date is concerned. 
From the  heliacal rising of Sirius  until  Christmas  is five months ≈ 19 weeks.  Travelling with one or 
more donkeys allows for 100 km/week,  yielding a maximum distance of  1900 km.  This meas the 
bright guys  called  magi  could have come all the way from Persia.  The straight-line distance from 
Isfahan to Jerusalem is about 1550 km.  However,  I dare to doubt if there truly came any people at 
all to Jerusalem/Bethlehem or if this whole  magi  story merely is a metaphore. 

 
10 its apparent surface brightness ≔ illuminance divided by apparent size even (marginally) beats the moon. 
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And then there are yet two sky views,  this time of the night directly following the crucifixion that I 
presume to have taken place on  Fri. 30 March 36 CE: 

 

 

Recognise a well-known triplet? 
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However,  another plausible crucifixion date might be Fri. 3 Apr. 33 CE: 

 

 

Jupiter & Mars had set on Fri. (well, Sabbath, since after sunrise)  3 Apr. around 23:00G,  long before 
Venus and Mercury appeared,  hence there was no passing of any baton.  But an angel might have 
been seen.  In 33 CE,  Jesus's  age would be  𝟐𝟕  years.  YOU    decide if that is  "about  30". 

Correction:  I presumed  Stellarium Web  gives a UTC timestamp,  which appeared wrong.  It shows local 
time of my own location in my time zone and summertime (DST) without any ability to change this 
behaviour.  For the above years however,  it luckily reverts to so-called  Amsterdam time  which is 20 
minutes ahead of UTC.  Hence, one should subtract  20m  from the given  Golgota  timestamps.  Essentially,  
I consider this irrelevant,  but below,  the conversion is correct,  i.e.  by adding  02:01  instead of  02:21. 

Let's also look at the sky in the years  6–4 BCE = astronomical years (-5)–(-3) (rather clumsily there was 
no year zero),  which is presumed another plausible birth year range.  First of all,  if he died in 33 CE,  
he would have been  𝟑𝟕–𝟑𝟗  years old,  which I do not call  "about  30". 

Note:  I still have to complete this document, sorry for now. 

https://henk-reints.nl/
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I will let  YOU    choose what  YOU    think are the best matching years and corresponding age,  
given all other aspects described above.  My  choice is  6 CE–36 CE. 

Then there is also the following.  After  Jesus  was tightly fixed to the cross,  Pontius Pilatus  attached 
the mocking slogan  INRI = Iesus Nazarenum Rex Judeorum,  Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.  
When  PP  got comments about that,  he said  Quod scripsi, scripsi,  I have written what I have 
written.  This might show  Jesus  was primarily convicted for having claimed to be  King  and not for 
something else,  i.e  Jesus  was convicted by  Pontius Pilatus  for calling himself  King of the Jews  
and  not  for saying he was the  son of G-d.  The Romans laughed about the latter.  After all,  they had 
their own gods.  The  Aramaic  word  bar  would mean  son  and  abbas  be  father.  Didn't  Jesus  call  
G-d  his  father  and wasn't  He  not convicted  for claiming to be  the  son of G-d,  i.e. his  father?  
Wasn't some guy named  Barabbas  released,  i.e.  not convicted?  Must we believe this was a truly 
living person? 

Francesco Carotta  (http://carotta.de/subseite/texte/wjc_d/WarJesusCaesar1999.pdf)  claims 
that  Jesus Christus  was the same as  Julius Cæsar.  Is it a coincidence that they share 
their initials?  Both came from the north  (Gallia/Galilea)  after passing/following a river  
(Rubicon/Jordan)  to the town  (Rome/Jerusalem).  Both died violently.  J. Cæsar  was 
deified as  Divus Julius.  Hasn't  J. Christus  always been considered divine as well? 

Finally, the  Anno Domini  year counting was — as said — invented by  Dyonysius Exiguus.  I cannot 
interpret his text otherwise than that he himself calls the year of his document 525 AD,  at which he 
arrives in his  Argumentum primum: de annis Christi;  see footnote 2.  He does perform a 
calculation,  but without substantiating the input thereof. 
Please be aware that astronomy is the second oldest profession in the world yielding very accurate 
predictions,  also in ancient times!,  and I don't doubt they were able to calculate far into the future 
if they considered it senseful.  It might very well be that  Dyonysius  was aware of the impressive 
planetary alignment that occurred in May 2000.  All planets were in (zodiac sign) Taurus. 
In ancient times, they certainly already knew about the  precession of the equinoxes  and they already 
knew that each precessional era lasted roughly 2000 years.  In the time of Jesus,  the vernal equinox 
was moving from the constellation of  Aries  into  Pisces  (meaning fish).  Jesus  IS  referred to with a 
"fish" sign.  Pisces  is  ICHTHYS  in (Latinised) Greek,  yielding the acrostic  Iesous CHristos Theou 
HYios Soter = Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour. 
Said  precession of the equinoxes  causes the age of  Pisces  to end,  and that of  Aquarius  to start 
about  now.  The musical  Hair  (1967)  has a song  This is the dawning of the age of Aquarius. 
Next is pure speculation by myself.  Might it be that  Dyonysius  "secretly" thought this  Pisces–
Aquarius  transition  should  precisely occur in the year  2000 AD  because of said planetary 
alignment and then calculated back from there to arrive at  525 AD?  Mightn't he have 
considered the future more important than the past and fixed his year number to something he 
possibly was certain about?  Mightn't it "explain" the misalignment of the AD numbering causing  
Jesus  to be neither incarnated nor born in 1 AD? 
And,  last but not least,  what is  2000  in Roman numerals?  Isn't that  MM?  Aren't these the initials 
of  Maria Magdalena,  who is also strongly connected to  Aquarius?             

 
Sat 3 April 6 CE 
15 Nisan 3766 

     

 
Sat 25 December 6 CE 

16 Tevet 3767 

     

 
Fri 30 March, 36 CE 

14 Nisan 3796 
From incarnation to death  (both counted as full days), 

His life would have lasted  exactly  𝟑𝟎  Hebrew years.  
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And what about 
Bethlehem of Judea, 

where  Jesus 
would have been 

born. 
Or was he? 
Might it be that 

Jesus of Nazareth 
was actually born 

in  Bethlehem of Galilee, 
merely 11 km  west of the town 

that His name refers to and where 
the Annunciation had taken place? 

         

 

In  https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIVUK,  Micah 5:2  says: 
But you,  Bethlehem Ephrathah,  though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,  (...). 
In the Dutch  Statenvertaling  (1637),  Micha 5:1  says: 

En gij,  Bethlehem Efratha!  zijt gij klein om te wezen onder de duizenden van Juda? 
Uit u zal Mij voortkomen,  Die een Heerser zal zijn in Israël,  (...). 

And you,  Bethlehem Ephrathah!  are you small to be among the thousands of Judah? 
From you shall come forth for Me One who is to be a Ruler in Israel,  (...). 

NBV21,  the Dutch  Nieuwe Bijbelvertaling (2021)  should be an as precise 
as possible  translation  of old texts with as little as possible  interpretation. 

The German language has the word   = to read/interpret (something) into (it). 
People do it all the time,  everywhere on Earth.  In  NVB21,  they tried to consciously suppress that. 

In this  NBV21,  Micha 5:1  says: 
Uit jou,  Betlehem in Efrata,  te klein om tot Juda's geslachten te behoren, 

uit jou komt iemand voort die voor mij over Israël zal heersen.  (...). 
From you,  Bethlehem in Ephrathah,  too small to belong to the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth one who will,  for me,  rule over Israel.  (...). 
Note:  Dutch & English verse numbering appears/seems to not match throughout the Bible. 
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We find:  Beit  =  house11,  Beit Lechem  =  house of bread 
&  Efrat  =  fruitful  or  place of fruitfulness. 

Hence,  Bethlehem Ephrathah  literally means  fruitful house of bread, 
but  Bethlehem  had already long before turned into a placename. 

This bring me to: 
From you,  fruitful Bethlehem,  too small to belong to the clans of Judah,  (...) 

Matthew 2  refers to  the prophet,  i.e.  Micah,  with next  misquote: 
But you,  Bethlehem,  in the land of Judah,  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

Does  clans of Judah  refer to the  region  of Judah or its  people, 
possibly  the  Jewish people  in general? 

Maybe we should read it as something like: 
From you,  fruitful Bethlehem,  very small according to the Jewish people,  (...) 

Couldn't this mean that  Bethlehem  (BetLEHem = Beit Lechem!) 
might not necessarily lie south of Jerusalem,  but maybe west of Nazareth? 

On the other hand,  doesn't it seem rather plausible that  Joseph & Maria  had good 
knowledge of this prophecy and of what  Gabriel  had said who she'd give birth to? 

Might they have gone all the way south just in order to make this prophecy come true, 
thus turning it into a self-fulfilling prophecy? 

 

  
  

 
11 The Greek letter  beta  also actually means  house.  That's where the letter  B  comes from. 
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Chronology concerning Jesus. 
Christian date 
(Jul. cal.) & UTC 

Hebrew date & 
Golgota time 

facts presumed true & 
Astronomical events 

Biblical things 
& other remarks 

4 BCE 3756 death of Herod (Matthew 2) 
after pre-passover Lun. Ecl. 
acc. to Josephus. 

 

Fri. 23 Mar. 18:30Z 16 Nisan 20:51G Tot. Lun. Ecl. vis. in Judea, 
but not pre-passover! 
Passover = Pesach = 15 Nisan. 

 

6 CE 3766 census by Quirinius, 
mentioned in Luke 2; 
disposal of Herod Archelaus, 
(son of Herod) by Emp. Aug. 

 

Thu. 3 Mar. 20:33Z 14 Adar 22:54G Part. Lun. Ecl. 
visible in Judea, 
truly pre-passover. 

both Herods 
died/disposed 
after Lun. Ecl.? 

Tue. 23 Mar. 03:11Z 4 Nisan 05:32G Vernal Equinox.  
Sat. 25 Mar.  used to be change of 

year number until Greg. 
cal. reform (see Papal Bull 
Inter Gravissimas ). 

9 months 
before Christmas; 
presumed Annunc. 
by Church. 

Sat. 3 Apr. Sab. 15 Nisan 
= Passover 

pre-dawn eastern vis. of 
Jupiter, Venus & Mars 
as well as Mercury 
= Hermes (= Gabriel?). 

true Annunciation? 

Sat. 24 Jul. 
(exactly 16 weeks 
since Annunciation) 

Sab. 9 Av pre-dawn 
Heliacal rising of Sirius, 
(the star?) due southeast, 
Jupiter due south, 
Venus northeast, 
Mars due east; 
Mercury (= Gabriel?) 
near gr. elong. 

the star seen 
when it rose 
in the east; 
3 Magi 
(JVM-triplet?) 
going west. 
Maria's quickening? 
Bible does not 
mention Gabriel. 

around 1 Dec.  Venus reborn as Evening Star.  
Thu. 23 Dec. 10:16Z 4 Tevet 12:37G Full Moon.  
Fri. 24 Dec. sunset start of Sabbath Jupiter due south; 

Venus setting (southwest); 
Sirius about rising. 

Christmas Eve. 

Fri. 24 Dec. 21:39Z 
Jerusalem midnight, 
hence 25 Dec. 

Sab. midnight Sirius (the star?) 
straight due south, 
i.e. culminates, 
i.e. comes to rest; 
Jupiter setting (west), 
Mars high in east; 
Saturn (the evil one, 
Herod? Archelaus?) 
is east of & below Mars 
& has already begun retrograde 
motion, confronting the rest, 
especially Venus, which is 
going towards its greatest 
eastern elongation. 
Venus set in southwest 
≈ fleeing towards Egypt? 

Lo and behold! 
Pregnancy from 
Annunc. to birth 
= 38 weeks 
= 40 weeks since 
last menses. 

2 Feb. 7 CE  Mercury (= Gabriel?) 
at max. elongation 
near Venus, both due west. 

New Testament 
mentions Gabriel 
in Luke 1:19 
& 1:26 only 
(conc. of J.t.B. 
and J.o.N. resp.). 

20 Feb. 7 CE 16:09Z 22:40G Tot. Lun. Ecl.  
~30 Apr. 7 CE  Sirius fades away in 

solar glare in southwest 
≈ fleeing 
towards Egypt? 

Fri 30 M. 36 CE 14 Nisan 3796 last year of Pontius Pilatus Crucifixion; 
Jesus's age: 
exactly 30 
Hebrew years. 
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Before he visited  Maria,  Gabriel  appeared to  Zacharias  and told him his wife  Elisabeth  would 
give birth to a son to be called  Johannes  (John the Baptist).  Luke 1:26 says:  in the sixth month  of  
Elisabeth's  pregnancy,  Gabriel  was sent to  Maria  for the Annunciation.  This is not  after  six 
months,  but  during  the sixth,  hence  after  five  months  (+ some days). 
Annunciation  on  3 Apr. 6 CE = Sabbath 15 Nisan 3766  minus  5½  Hebrew months = Sabbath 
1 Cheshvan 3766,  which began at sunset on Fri. 23 Oct. 5 CE.  Mercury  (Gabriel?)  was an evening 
star & near its greatest elongation.  Other visible planets were...  Jupiter,  Venus  &  Mars! 

 
This date is four weeks later than the Autumnal Equinox,  which occurred on Fri 25 Sep. 07:18Z = 
09:39G.  Therefore,  celebrating 24 June as the Nativity of  St. John  (root of  Ut, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La12)  nicely 
places it on/near the Summer Solstice (longest day),  but based on the above derivation  and  this 
popping up of  Mercury  (Gabriel?),  it might actually be another clerical blunder.  A month later,  we 
would arrive at...  the heliacal  rising of  Sirius,  the star  that was seen when it rose in the east.  
Maria's  quickening? 

 

  
Henk Reints 

Henk-Reints.nl 

I did not search for any special astronomical event that might be the star of Bethlehem,  but for 
something so trivial that it needed no detailed explanation at all to the people of that time,  together 
with events that are more or less considered historical facts.  Thát brought me to Sirius & the year +6. 
P.S.  I do not believe in anything supernatural.  It is the puzzle as such that made me dive into this subject. 

Not being able to think up anything better merely proves one's own ignorance and nothing else. 
 Tip:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8KtfsvkRcI   

 
12 See:  https://henk-reints.nl/HR-Toonl-Hist-Det.pdf  (in Dutch). 
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Appendix 
The Hebrew calendar 

Due to Earth's orbit around the sun,  the latter seemingly orbits the earth,  which is called apparent 
motion.  In a  geometrical  sense,  there is nothing wrong about saying the  sun orbits  the  earth.  In fact,  
both orbit their common centre of mass if we disregard the other planets.  Since the sun outweighs Earth 
by a factor of 333 000,  its orbital radius around this so-called barycentre is smaller by the same factor,  
hence its orbital trajectory is way smaller than Earth's.  Therefore,  in a  physical  sense,  it is more 
realistic to say the earth orbits the sun. 

Distant stars are used as reference points and with regard to those,  said barycentre has a more or less 
fixed location.  It is no problem to use a geocentric model,  although it severely complicates the 
mathematical description of the motion of the other planets.  Since we are now not interested in the 
latter,  we'll simply say the  sun orbits Earth. 

Far behind the sun,  there always is some constellation,  which is invisible since the sun outshines it.  
Simply said,  the constellation that was behind the sun when you were born is your zodiac sign.  Twelve 
times per year,  the next constellation takes over and becomes the "ruling" zodiac sign. 

And then there is also the moon,  orbiting the earth both in a  geometrical  and in a  physical  sense.  
Since the celestial objects are not interconnected with gears having integer nos. of cogs,  the whole 
bunch does not nicely fit together.  We'll  have to  round values to e.g. integral nos. of days or so.  The 
moon orbits the earth  𝟏𝟐. 𝟑𝟔𝟖  times per solar year on average.  Already long before the common era (CE 
= AD),  the ancient Greek  Meton13  discovered that  𝟐𝟑𝟓  lunar months  (i.e. lunar orbits around the earth)  
"exactly"  fit into  𝟏𝟗  solar years.  The difference is a mere  𝟐  hours over these  19  years! 

If we call  twelve lunar months  a  lunar year,  we find  that  19  solar years have a surplus of  6.997 ≈ 7  
lunar months  compared to  19  lunar years.  From now on,  in this appendix the term  month  means  
lunar month.  We need to add  7  months to  19  lunar years  in order to obtain  19  solar years. 

This is exactly what the  Hebrew calendar  is doing.  On the long term average,  it adds an entire month,  
which we'll call a  leap month,  once every  2.715  lunar years,  thus making it — on the long term — 
synchronous with both the moon and the sun. 

The twelve regular months of the Hebrew calendar are: 
Nisan, Iyyar, Sivan, Tamuz, Av, Elul, Tishrei, Cheshvan, Kislev, Tevet, Shvat, Adar 

and a leap year has: 
Nisan, Iyyar, Sivan, Tamuz, Av, Elul, Tishrei, Cheshvan, Kislev, Tevet, Shvat, Adar1, Adar2. 

The Hebrew calender starts at the very very first Monday ever:  1 Tishrei of the year 1,  which would be  7 
Oct. 3761 BCE  on the (proleptic) Julian calendar.  The Hebrew year number is incremented on thát day 
of the year:  1 Tishrei.  But then Mozart lead the Jewish people from Egypt to the promised land and  G-d  
said:  from now on,  this  will be the first month of the year.  That is  Nisan.  It resulted in a calendar 
incrementing the year no. on day 1 of the 7th month.  The year last from  Nisan  to  Adar(2),  while the year 
number increments at  1 Tishrei, which is somewhere around 1 Oct. on the Christian calendar.  To the 
Jews this is completely normal,  since  G-d  had told  Mozes  (oops, I just made a mistake...)  it should be so. 

A  Hebrew day  starts at sunset or actually when at least three stars have become visible after sunset.  
In the old times this was determined by true observation.  And if the  new lunar crescent  was  first 
visible  (the original meaning of  new moon)  the  next month  started at that very same moment.  If the 
just-gone-by month was  Adar  and the Vernal Equinox was still too far in the future,  this now starting 
month became the leap month  Adar2,  else   Nisan,  which then is the Spring month.  In this system,  it 
is  full moon  on the  15th  of  every  month,  although modern astronomy says it may deviate by 1 or (rarely) 
2 days. 

In 359 CE,  the  Sanhedrin president  Hillel II  introduced the modern Hebrew calendar,  which is entirely 
computational without any true observations.  It is really accurate and has not yet ever needed whatever 
correction.  Compare this to the Christian calendar which had to be corrected by  ten days(!)  in 1582. 

On 15 Nisan,  the Jews celebrate the Exodus,  passover,  Pesach.  It is the first full moon in Spring.  The 
crucifixion was on 14 Nisan & the Sunday thereafter He would have resurrected.  Counting Friday as 1,  
this Sunday after the first full moon in Spring  is the 3rd day of His death.  It is the Sunday after Pesach,  so 
it never coincides.  Christians call it  Easter.  Due to different calculation methods,  Christian Easter may 
deviate from Pesach by an entire month,  where the Christian method might be considered the wrong 
one.  Them morons per se did not want to follow the Jews.  But wasn't  Jesus  a Jew? 

 
13 Although it might very well be that it was already known long before him,  just like the Pythagorean theorem was 

known to the Sumerians/Babylonians over thousand years before him.  Clay tablets  Plimpton 322,  YBC 7289  & 
IM 67118  form clear evidence thereof. 
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